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Feb 28 - Mar 1, 2020 
 
Bible Story Focus: John told people that Jesus is special. 

John the Baptist • Matthew 3:3-4, 11, 13-17 
Memory Verse: “‘Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” Matthew 4:19, NIrV 
Key Question: Who can you follow? 
Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus. 
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 

 
 
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
•John Baptizes Jesus 
•Line Tangle 
•Memory Verse with Motions 
•Do As I Do 

 
LIGHTHOUSE 
 

•Bible Story – Large Group 
 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
•Journal and Prayer 
•Follow Jesus 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
 
1. John Baptizes Jesus 
What You Need: “Bible Story Cutouts” Activity Page and “Parent Note” Activity Pages, 
“John Baptizes Jesus” header, envelopes (one per child), blue construction paper, blue 
crayons, tape and glue sticks 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Set a piece of blue construction paper at each spot at the table. Set 
the envelopes, blue crayons, tape and glue sticks on the table. 
 
During the Activity: Encourage the children to color one entire side of an envelope with 
the blue crayons. (preferably the one with the shorter side). When finished, help children 
use tape to add their envelope to the blue construction paper. Have children glue “John 
Baptizes Jesus” header to the top of the construction paper.  Give each child a Jesus 
and John cutout. Help them act out the story using the dialogue below to review. Once 
finished, add the parent note to the envelope. 
 
After the Activity: Make sure children have written their names on the page. 
 
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “We are going to make something today that you can take home that 
will help you tell your friends and family about what you learned today.  In our Bible 
story today, we are learning about John! First, I want you to color the outside of your 
envelope blue (with a crayon/marker).  (allow time) Now, let’s tape our envelope on our 
blue piece of paper. (allow time) Now, let’s glue our header to the top of the page that 
says ‘John Baptizes Jesus’.  (allow time)  We are going to hear how John had a very 
important job—to tell people that a very special leader was coming. Do you know who 
that leader he was talking about? (Pause.) It was Jesus! One day, John was baptizing 
people in the water. Baptizing is when someone goes completely under water and 
comes back out and this is their way of showing others their love for God.  When Jesus 
walked up and saw John baptizing some people and He wanted John to baptize him.” 
 
During the Activity: “Place your John and Jesus cutouts in your envelope. Now, move 
the John cutout to help lower Jesus into the water. (Demonstrate moving the cutouts in 
and out of the envelope.) People were being baptized to show that they loved God. 
Jesus wanted to be baptized to show that He loved God, too!” 
 
After the Activity: “You did a great job, friends! Now let’s add our parent note to our 
envelope and you can take these home and tell your family about the day that John 
baptized Jesus. John knew that Jesus was a special leader, and we do, too. Who can 
you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus.  
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2. Line Tangle 
What You Need: Large piece of butcher paper; red, yellow, blue, and green markers; 
and red, yellow, blue, and green circle stickers 
 
(Note: If you have four or less children, consider only using two lines instead of four.) 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Place the butcher paper on a table or the floor in the activity area. 
Use the markers to create a line tangle on the paper. 
 
During the Activity: Give the children the stickers, and instruct them to place the 
matching color of stickers along the same color of line. Encourage multiple children to 
work on each line.  
 
After the Activity: Repeat the activity until all of the stickers have been placed on all four 
lines.  
 
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “WOW! Look at all of the lines on the paper. (Point.) They are in a 
tangle!”  
 
During the Activity: “Let’s work together and FOLLOW the lines. We are going to put 
stickers on the lines. The red stickers go on the red line, the blue stickers go on the blue 
line, the yellow stickers go on the yellow line, and the green stickers go on the green 
line. (Demonstrate.) Let’s follow the lines with the stickers!” (Do activity.)  
 
After the Activity: “Nice work! You followed all of the lines. The lines showed us where to 
go. Jesus can show us where to go, too! We can follow Jesus. Who can you follow? 
[Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus!” 
 
 
3. Memory Verse with Motions  
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Say the memory verse and do the following motions in front of the 
children. “Come (motion toward yourself with hand) and follow me (march),” Jesus said 
(hands to mouth like yelling), Matthew 4:19. (Open hands like a book.) 
 
During the Activity: Say the verse again with the motions and invite the children to do it 
with you. Repeat several times.  
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What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “I am going to say our new Memory Verse today. Everyone, watch 
me! “Come (motion toward yourself with hand) and follow me (march),” Jesus said 
(hands to mouth like yelling), Matthew 4:19.” (Open hands like a book.) 
 
During the Activity: “Now let’s do it all together! Are you ready? “Come (motion toward 
yourself with hand) and follow me (march),” Jesus said (hands to mouth like yelling), 
Matthew 4:19.” (Open hands like a book.) (Repeat several times.) 
 
After the Activity: “Our Memory Verse tells us that God LOVES us so much that He 
gave us Jesus! Who can you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus!” 
 
 
4. Do As I Do 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Gather the children in your activity area. 
 
During the Activity: Lead the children to follow you as you perform various movements 
or stretches. Ideas are listed below. After several rounds, select a child as the leader. 
Play as time and interest allow. 
 
Movement Ideas: 
Reach down and touch your toes 
Reach up high with both hands 
Clap your hands 
Stomp your feet 
Reach down and pat your knees 
Reach across your body and grab your shoulder 
Pat your tummy 
 
What You Say:  
During the Activity: “Friends, come over here with me. Everyone stand so you can see 
me and do what I do! Follow my movements. Ready? Reach down and touch your 
toes!” 
 
After the Activity: “Everyone march in place and say, [Bottom Line] ‘I can follow 
Jesus.’ (Stop marching.) Great job! And you are right; you and I can follow Jesus. He’s 
the best leader ever! Who can you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus.” 
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LIGHTHOUSE:  LARGE GROUP TIME 
Bible Story 
What You Need: A Bible, a piece of fake fur, a jar or bottle of honey, a large heart 
cutout, and a box to hold these items 
 
Optional Story Images can be found in the Large Group Images folder. 
(02_LG35_Stage_Images) They can be used in conjunction with this script.  
 
STORYTELLER: “Today’s true story from the Bible begins with a man named John the 
Baptist.” 
 
(Option: Story Image W1 01) 
 
HOST: “Do I get to be John the Baptist?” 
 
STORYTELLER: “Yes, that would be awesome. Everyone say, ‘Hey, John!’” 
 
CHILDREN: “Hey, John!” 
 
STORYTELLER: “John lived by himself in the desert. He made his clothes out of camel 
hair (hand the piece of fur to Host to drape over his shoulders) and John loved to eat 
honey (hand Host the jar of honey) and bugs called locusts. 
 
(Storyteller rummages around in the box like he’s looking for bugs.) 
 
(To Host) “Just kidding! I don’t have any locusts in here for you to eat. The best part 
about John the Baptist was that he LOVED God. (Hand Host the heart.)  
 
(Option: Story Image W1 02) 
 
John would always tell people (stand behind Host, who will move his mouth as you say 
the following), ‘Get ready, everyone! God has said that a very special leader is coming! 
He is someone we should all follow!’ 
 
(Storyteller steps back out from behind Host.) 
 
“One day, John was in the water baptizing people because they wanted to show they 
loved God. All of a sudden, can you guess who John saw?” 
 
HOST: “Oh, oh! I know this. I’ve read this story. He saw Jesus!” 
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STORYTELLER: “Yes! John the Baptist was SO excited to see Jesus because he knew 
that Jesus was the special leader God had promised. Everyone, show me your excited 
face! (Pause.) Excellent! Then Jesus moved into the water where John was.” 
 
HOST: “I know this part too! Jesus got in the water to be baptized to show that He loved 
God.” 
 
STORYTELLER: “That’s right. But John said, ‘No, I should be baptized by You! But 
because You are the most special leader, I will do what You say and baptize You.’ 
 
(Option: Story Image W1 03) 
 
“John lowered Jesus down into the water and brought him right back up. And just then 
the most amazing thing happened! John heard God say, ‘This is my Son and I love Him 
very much.’” 
 
(Option: Story Image W1 04) 
 
 
HOST: “So cool!”  
 
STORYTELLER: “Yes, very cool! Jesus is God’s Son. That makes him the BEST 
leader—the most important leader we should all follow. (To Host) Do you like the story? 
If so, let me see two thumbs up! (Pause as Host gives a thumbs up and then look at the 
audience.) What about you, friends? Did you like the story? Let me see two thumbs up! 
(Pause as children give a thumbs up.) 
 
“Friends, when I say, ‘Who can you follow?’ you say, [Bottom Line] ‘I can follow 
Jesus.’ Who can you follow?”  
 
CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.” 
 
STORYTELLER: “Yes, you can! Jesus is the BEST leader, and we can follow Him. 
Let’s pray!” 
 
PRAYER 
STORYTELLER: “Heavenly Father, thank You for loving us and for sending Jesus. He 
is the BEST leader. We want to follow Him always. We love You. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.”  
 
(Storyteller exits. Host sets the fur, jar of honey, and heart back in the box.) 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  
 
1. Journal and Prayer 
What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Matthew 4:19. 
Provide a journal and a fun-shaped pen for each small group.  
 
SMALL GROUP LEADER (SGL): “It’s Small Group time. Let’s pretend you are little 
birds and I’m the big bird leader. Come on, little birds. Flap your wings and follow me! 
 
(Pretend you are a bird by flapping your arms and saying, “Chirp, chirp,” as you lead the 
children to your Small Group spot.) 
 
“We made it, little birds! Thank you for following me. Now let’s sit down and talk about 
today’s Bible story. One, two, three, sit down with me! 
 
(Open the Bible and lay it open in front of the children.) 
 
“Our Bible story today was about another leader we should follow. He is the BEST, most 
special leader ever! Do you remember who the best, most special leader ever is? 
 
(Pause for response.) 
 
“You got it! Jesus is the best, most special leader ever. And John the Baptist wanted 
everyone to know it. That’s why he told everyone to follow Jesus. Mommies can follow 
Jesus. Daddies can follow Jesus. [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus. You can follow 
Jesus. Everyone can follow Jesus!  
 
“That’s why when I ask, ‘Who can you follow?’ I want you to say, [Bottom Line] ‘I can 
follow Jesus.’ Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus!” 
 
SGL: “Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus!” 
 
SGL: “And I have a Bible verse for us to remember that will help us know that Jesus 
wants us to follow Him. 
 
(Turn the pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card.) 
 
“It says: “Come and follow me,” Jesus said, Matthew 4:19. 
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(Close Bible and lay it down.) 
 
“Wow! Jesus wants you and me and everyone to follow Him!  
 
“Let’s stand up and say that together with the motions.” 
 
CHILDREN and SGL: “Come (motion toward yourself with hand) and follow me 
(march),” Jesus said (hands to mouth like yelling), Matthew 4:19.” (Open hands like a 
book.) (Repeat the verse with motions a few times.) 
 
SGL: “That was awesome! 
 
(Give two thumbs up.) 
 
“Let’s sit down now so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to God. 
 
(Hold journal and fun-shaped pen.) 
 
“John the Baptist told people that Jesus is special and they can follow Him. Let’s make 
a list of people we can tell about Jesus so they can follow Him, too.” 
 
(Say each child’s name and write down what they say. Remember to print the names so 
the children can recognize their names and the letters.) 
 
“Now that we have our list of people, we can talk to God and ask Him to help us tell 
them about Jesus. Would anyone like to pray before I pray?” 
 
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.) 
 
Prayer 
SGL: “Dear God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus. Thank You that everyone can 
follow Him. I pray that (name each child) will follow Jesus. And I pray that You will help 
them tell (read the names on the list) about Jesus so they can follow Him too. Jesus 
really is the BEST, most special leader ever! We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, amen.”  
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2. Follow Jesus  
What You Need: “Jesus” Activity Page and people labels (1 strip of labels/child) 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Copy the “Jesus” Activity Page onto the cardstock. Copy the 
“People” Activity Page onto the label paper. You will need five stickers per child.  
 
During the Activity: Give each child a “Jesus” Activity Page and one of each sticker. 
Help the children place each sticker behind the picture of Jesus so that they are 
following Him.  
 
After the Activity: Send the Activity Pages home with the children.  
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “We can follow Jesus!”  
 
During the Activity: (Give each child an Activity Page.) “Jesus is on our page. (Point.) 
Everyone should always follow Him. Let’s add people behind Him so that they can 
follow Jesus, too!” (Do activity.)  
 
After the Activity: “Great job! Everyone should follow Jesus because He is God’s Son. 
Jesus is the BEST! Who can you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus!” 
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