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March 13-15, 2020 - Lighthouse 

 
Bible Story Focus: Everyone can follow Jesus. 

Matthew (Tax Collector) • Matthew 9:9-12 
Memory Verse: “‘Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” Matthew 4:19, NIrV 
Key Question: Who can you follow? 
Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus. 
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 

 
 
Gather children for a Large Group time that includes interactive worship, the 
introductory sketch, and the Bible story. The Stage Script is written for those who gather 
their preschoolers together from multiple rooms and have a larger space on which to 
present the Bible story. If you are pulling your children to a rug to one side of your 
preschool space, you may benefit from using the Rug Script.   
 
 
Worship: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Engage kids’ hearts through dynamic and interactive worship in a Large Group setting. 
 
A Worship Leader and live instruments are recommended to sing along with the music 
tracks. Encourage children to be active during worship by incorporating the appropriate 
hand motions.  
 
What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Matthew 4:19, NIrV. 
You will need a music player and this month’s worship song, “Follow On,” which is 
included in your monthly files. The dance moves video for “Follow On” is available on 
the Orange Store or in your media package if you subscribe. You will also need “Wow 
Oh Wow,” which is available on the All Good CD. The dance moves video for this song 
is available on the All Good Dance Moves DVD. 
 
WORSHIP LEADER: “Welcome, friends! Do you remember what we’re learning all 
month long? Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and WORSHIP LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus!” 
 
WORSHIP LEADER: “I want to follow Jesus wherever He goes! Let’s sing this out to 
Him. 
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(Lead children in singing “Follow On,” this month’s worship song.) 
 
“That was beautiful! Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and WORSHIP LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.” 
 
WORSHIP LEADER: “Yes, you can! Our memory verse reminds us that we can follow 
Jesus! Let’s practice it together. “Come (motion toward yourself with hand) and follow 
me (march),” Jesus said (hands to mouth like yelling), Matthew 4:19. (Open hands like a 
book.) Let’s say it together. 
 
(Say the verse and do the motions several times together.) 
 
“Good job, friends! Jesus is the MOST special leader, and we can follow Him always! I 
can sing and dance because He’s number one. [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus. 
 
(Lead children in singing “Wow Oh Wow”) 
 
“Jesus can do anything! And we can follow Him. That makes me want to say, ‘Wow Oh 
Wow!’ Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and WORSHIP LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.” 
 
 
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways   
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story and prayer experience in a 
Large Group setting. 
 
Choose an adult or teenager who relates well to preschoolers to tell the Introductory 
Sketch. If possible, use the same person for an entire month, as the Host role stays the 
same each month.  
 
Choose an engaging adult to tell the Bible story. This person should be able to 
command the attention of preschoolers and control the group through animated 
storytelling. These scripts are written to be “told” and not “read.” Advanced preparation 
is necessary.  
 
First Look offers weekly introductory sketch and Bible story videos on the DVD titled 
Wonder! Look at God’s Story. This DVD is available for purchase at the 
OrangeStore.org.  
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Introductory Sketch 
What You Need: A soccer ball; a soccer uniform for the Host: socks, cleats, shirt, and 
shorts; a whistle; three orange cones; two hula-hoops; and a medium-sized box 
  
(NOTE: Preset the cones and hoops against the back wall onstage.) 
 
HOST: (Enter wearing the soccer gear and whistle. Bounce the ball on your knee.) “Hi 
there, friends! Welcome to the clubhouse. It’s me, [Host’s name]. I’m so glad to see you 
all today. I’m having SO much fun playing ‘Be the Leader’ with you this month. 
Remember, I dress up as a leader from the neighborhood and you try to figure out who I 
am. So, can you guess who I am? 
 
“Yes! I’m a soccer coach. I lead my team and help them practice. Today I’m setting up 
an obstacle course for them. Want to see it?  
 
(Lay the hoops on the floor, followed by the cones in a row, and finally, place the box on 
its side at the end.) 
 
(Hold the ball.) “First, they have to jump through the hoops. (Hop with both feet into 
each hoop.) Then they’ll kick the ball around these cones. (Set the ball on the floor and 
dribble it around the cones.) And then they’ll shoot it into the goal. (Kick the ball into the 
box.) GOAL! 
 
“I can’t wait for my team to try out this obstacle course! Being a soccer coach is super 
fun. You guys are going to hear about another leader EVERYONE can follow. See you 
guys later.” 
 
(Host exits with soccer ball. Storyteller enters carrying a Bible.) 
 
 
Bible Story 
What You Need: A Bible and jumbo play money 
 
Optional Story Images can be found in the Large Group Images folder. 
(02_LG35_Stage_Images) They can be used in conjunction with this script.  
 
STORYTELLER: “Hello, everyone! I’m so glad to see you guys today. I have an 
awesome TRUE story straight from the Bible, and it begins in a town with lots of people. 
And in this town, there was a man named Matthew. What was his name?” 
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CHILDREN: “Matthew!” 
 
(Option: Story Image W3 01) 
 
 
STORYTELLER: “Yes, Matthew. Matthew was a tax collector. (Fan out the money in 
front of you.) That means his job was to collect money for the town from everyone. 
(Stick a small amount of the fanned out money in your pocket.) But the problem was 
that tax collectors took more than they were supposed to (pick up the rest of the money 
and stick it in your pocket), which meant that nobody wanted to be their friend. 
 
“One day, someone SUPER important came to town. Can you guys guess who it was? 
(Pause.) Yes. Jesus, God’s Son—the most important leader ever—came to town! Can 
you guess who Jesus talked to? (Pause.)  
 
(Option: Story Image W3 02) 
 
“Yes! Jesus talked to Matthew. He walked right up to Matthew and said, ‘Follow me!’ Do 
you think Matthew followed Him?  
 
“Of course! Matthew got up and followed Him because Jesus is the most special leader. 
The people who saw Jesus talk to Matthew were confused. Show me your confused 
face. (Pause.) They didn’t know why Jesus wanted to be friends with a tax collector. But 
everyone can follow Jesus and be His friend. 
 
(Option: Story Image W3 03) 
 
“Later, Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, and everyone was invited. And I 
mean everyone! Let’s help them serve the food. Can you fill a plate with food? Go 
ahead. (Mimic filling your plate with food.) Yum, it smells so good! Great job! Now 
pretend to hand off the plate to serve someone else. We can serve all the people who 
were at Matthew’s house that day. Great job! 
 
“Jesus came to serve everyone because Jesus came so that EVERYONE can follow 
Him, even if you’re like Matthew and made a bad choice. Jesus came for ALL the 
people. Everyone can follow Jesus. Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.” 
 
STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus. You can follow Jesus. 
EVERYONE can follow Jesus. Let’s pray and thank God for sending Jesus so that 
everyone can follow Him.”  
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PRAYER 
STORYTELLER: “Heavenly Father, thank You for loving us and for sending Jesus. 
Thank You for showing us that everyone can follow Jesus! We love You so much. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
(Host enters. Storyteller exits.) 
 
Outro Sketch 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
HOST: “Wow! What an awesome story. Jesus is a friend to everyone because 
EVERYONE can follow Jesus. I think I got the story. Did you get it? If you did, say, ‘Oh, 
yeah!’” 
 
CHILDREN: “Oh, yeah!” 
 
HOST: “You know what? I want EVERYONE to get to come and enjoy my soccer 
obstacle course, not just the soccer team. So I’m going to go invite everyone in my 
neighborhood to come check it out! I’ll see you guys next time. Bye, friends!” 
 
(Dismiss children to their classrooms.) 
 
 


	What You Need: No supplies needed

