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March 13-15, 2020 

 
Bible Story Focus: Everyone can follow Jesus. 

Matthew (Tax Collector) • Matthew 9:9-12 
Memory Verse: “‘Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” Matthew 4:19, NIrV 
Key Question: Who can you follow? 
Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus. 
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 

 
 
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
•Footprints 
•Move with Me 
•Dollar Hop 
•Coin Press  
•Copy Clap 

 
 

LIGHTHOUSE 
 

•Bible Story – Large Group 
 
 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
•Journal and Prayer 
•Story Ordering 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
 
1. Footprints  
What You Need: “Footprints” Activity Page, cardstock, and markers 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Copy the Activity Page onto the cardstock (one per child). 
 
During the Activity: Give each child an Activity Page. Use the marker to trace the child’s 
foot (shoe on or off) onto the Activity Page to the left of Jesus. Let the children color 
their footprint any way they would like. 
 
After the Activity: Send the Activity Pages home with the children.  
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “We can follow Jesus!”  
 
During the Activity: “We are going to make a picture of how we can follow Jesus.” (Do 
activity.)  
 
After the Activity: “We have a picture of you following Jesus! (Point.) You can take it 
home and tell your family that they can follow Jesus, too. Who can you follow? 
[Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus!” 
 
 
2. Move with Me 
What You Need: “Move Cards” Activity Page, cardstock, and an opaque bag 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Copy the “Move Cards” Activity Page onto cardstock and cut apart. 
Shuffle and place cards in an opaque bag. 
 
During the Activity: Gather the children in the activity area. Pull out a card from the bag 
and lead the children to follow you as they perform the same movement. Pass the bag 
around and allow other children to serve as leaders, pulling a card from the bag and 
leading the rest of the group. Once all cards have been pulled from the bag, shuffle and 
return them to the bag to play again. Continue as time and interest allow. 
 
What You Say:  
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During the Activity: “Friends, come over here with me! I have some movement cards 
here in this bag. I will pull out the first card. Follow me, and let’s move together. Don’t 
worry. Everyone will get a chance to lead the group.” 
 
After the Activity: “That was fun! You made great leaders and followers. Who is the most 
special leader of all? (Pause.) Yes, Jesus! Tell me: Who can you follow? [Bottom 
Line] I can follow Jesus.” 
 
 
3. Dollar Hop 
What You Need: “Dollar” Activity Page, cardstock, scissors, and floor tape 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Copy “Dollar” on cardstock and cut on dotted lines. You will need 10 
Ollie dollars. Tape the Ollie Dollars in a pathway to the floor about a foot apart.  
 
During the Activity: Invite the children to hop from dollar to dollar as they say the 
memory verse. Repeat several times.  
 
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “Let’s get hopping!”  
 
During the Activity: “We are going to say our memory verse while we hop from Ollie 
Dollar to Ollie Dollar! Let’s get started!” (Do activity.)  
 
After the Activity: “Great job! Our memory verse tells us that Jesus wants us to follow 
Him. Matthew made bad choices by taking money that was not his, but Jesus wanted 
Matthew to follow Him anyway! EVERYONE can follow Jesus! Who can you follow? 
[Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus!” 
 
 
4. Coin Press 
What You Need: Play-Doh®, and play gold coins  
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Give each child a small amount of Play-Doh.  
 
During the Activity: Encourage the children to use smash out their playdoh and then 
press the coins on top to make impressions in the Play-Doh. Repeat several times.  
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “Yay! It is Play-Doh time!”  
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During the Activity: “We are going to make coins in the Play-Doh. I cannot wait to see 
how many you can make!”  
 
After the Activity: “Look at all of the coins! You did a great job. We are going to talk 
about a man who collected coins from people. He made bad choices. I cannot wait to 
see if he followed Jesus.”  
 
 
4. Copy Clap (if time allows) 
What You Need: no supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Gather the children to sit down in a circle in your activity area.  
 
During the Activity: Lead them to follow you as you clap the following patterns/rhythms.  
 
Clap Ideas: 
Clap and freeze 
Steady clap 
Fast clap 
Clap quickly 
Clap in front 
Clap up high 
Clap down low 
 
Repeat any of these in any combination as time and interest allow. 
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “Friends, come sit with me!  
 
During the Activity: “I want you to watch and listen and then do what I do. I’m going to 
use my hands to clap. See if you can copy whatever I do. Are you ready? Okay!”  (do 
activity) 
 
During the Activity: “Great job, friends! You followed me! Who can you follow ALL the 
time? (Pause.) Yes, Jesus! He’s the BEST leader of all. Who can you follow? [Bottom 
Line] I can follow Jesus.” 
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LIGHTHOUSE:  LARGE GROUP TIME 
Bible Story 
What You Need: A Bible and jumbo play money 
 
Optional Story Images can be found in the Large Group Images folder. 
(02_LG35_Stage_Images) They can be used in conjunction with this script.  
 
STORYTELLER: “Hello, everyone! I’m so glad to see you guys today. I have an 
awesome TRUE story straight from the Bible, and it begins in a town with lots of people. 
And in this town, there was a man named Matthew. What was his name?” 
 
CHILDREN: “Matthew!” 
 
(Option: Story Image W3 01) 
 
STORYTELLER: “Yes, Matthew. Matthew was a tax collector. (Fan out the money in 
front of you.) That means his job was to collect money for the town from everyone. 
(Stick a small amount of the fanned out money in your pocket.) But the problem was 
that tax collectors took more than they were supposed to (pick up the rest of the money 
and stick it in your pocket), which meant that nobody wanted to be their friend. 
 
“One day, someone SUPER important came to town. Can you guys guess who it was? 
(Pause.) Yes. Jesus, God’s Son—the most important leader ever—came to town! Can 
you guess who Jesus talked to? (Pause.)  
 
(Option: Story Image W3 02) 
 
“Yes! Jesus talked to Matthew. He walked right up to Matthew and said, ‘Follow me!’ Do 
you think Matthew followed Him?  
 
“Of course! Matthew got up and followed Him because Jesus is the most special leader. 
The people who saw Jesus talk to Matthew were confused. Show me your confused 
face. (Pause.) They didn’t know why Jesus wanted to be friends with a tax collector. But 
everyone can follow Jesus and be His friend. 
 
(Option: Story Image W3 03) 
 
“Later, Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, and everyone was invited. And I 
mean everyone! Let’s help them serve the food. Can you fill a plate with food? Go 
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ahead. (Mimic filling your plate with food.) Yum, it smells so good! Great job! Now 
pretend to hand off the plate to serve someone else. We can serve all the people who 
were at Matthew’s house that day. Great job! 
 
“Jesus came to serve everyone because Jesus came so that EVERYONE can follow 
Him, even if you’re like Matthew and made a bad choice. Jesus came for ALL the 
people. Everyone can follow Jesus. Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.” 
 
STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus. You can follow Jesus. 
EVERYONE can follow Jesus. Let’s pray and thank God for sending Jesus so that 
everyone can follow Him.”  
 
PRAYER 
STORYTELLER: “Heavenly Father, thank You for loving us and for sending Jesus. 
Thank You for showing us that everyone can follow Jesus! We love You so much. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
(Host enters. Storyteller exits.) 
 
 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  
 
1. Journal and Prayer 
What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Matthew 4:19. 
Provide a journal and a fun-shaped pen for each small group.  
 
SMALL GROUP LEADER (SGL): “It’s Small Group time. Let’s pretend you are little 
turtles and I’m the big turtle leader. Remember, turtles walk very slowly, so we need to 
walk like this (demonstrate) to our Small Group spot. Come on, little turtles. Follow me! 
 
(Pretend you are a turtle as you walk slowly to your Small Group spot.) 
 
“We finally made it! Thank you for following me. Now let’s sit down and talk about 
today’s Bible story. One, two, three, sit down with me! 
 
(Open the Bible and lay it open in front of the children.) 
 
“Our Bible story today was about a guy named Matthew. Jesus walked right up to 
Matthew and said, ‘Follow me.’ What did Matthew do when Jesus said, ‘Follow me’?” 
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(Pause for response.) 
 
“He sure did! Matthew got up and followed Jesus! 
 
“Jesus wanted Matthew to follow Him, even though Matthew had made some wrong 
choices. Can we follow Jesus even if we have made wrong choices? 
 
(Pause for response.)  
 
“We sure can! Jesus wants everyone to follow Him! And when we do, Jesus will help us 
make right choices. So tell me: Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus!” 
 
SGL: “You got it! 
 
(Give two thumbs up.) 
 
“Okay, who’s ready to say the Bible verse we have been learning? I’ll read it one time 
and then we can say it together with the motions. 
 
(Turn the pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card.) 
“Come and follow me,” Jesus said, Matthew 4:19. 
 
(Close Bible and lay it down.) 
 
“Did you hear that? Jesus wants you and you (point to each child as you continue to say 
‘you’) to follow Him! Let’s stand up and say that together with the motions.” 
 
CHILDREN and SGL: “Come (motion toward yourself with hand) and follow me 
(march),” Jesus said (hands to mouth like yelling), Matthew 4:19.” (Open hands like a 
book.) (Repeat the verse with motions a few times.) 
 
SGL: “You sound awesome! 
 
(Clap for the children.) 
 
“Let’s sit down so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to God. 
 
(Hold journal and fun-shaped pen.) 
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“Jesus wanted Matthew to follow Him, even though he had made some wrong choices. 
Let’s make a list of wrong choices—things we know we should not do. We can use the 
list when we pray. 
 
(Say each child’s name and write down what they say. Remember to print the names so 
the children can recognize their names and the letters.) 
 
“Reading the list we made makes me want to yell a big THANK YOU to God! Let’s do 
that right now. Would anyone like to pray before I pray?” 
 
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.) 
 
Prayer 
SGL: “Dear God, Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You for sending Jesus to 
be our friend forever. Thank You that Jesus wants us to follow Him, even though we 
have made wrong choices. And thank You that Jesus helps us make right choices. We 
don’t want to do things like (read the list the children made). We want to follow Jesus 
and do what He does. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, amen.”  
 
 
2. Story Ordering 
What You Need: “Bible Story Images” Activity Pages and cardstock 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Copy the “Bible Story Images” Activity Pages onto cardstock, one 
set of images per activity. 
 
During the Activity: Gather the children to sit on the floor of your activity area. Hold up 
the four images in story order as you review today’s Bible story. Then shuffle the 
images and see if the children can work together to put them in order.  
 
What You Say: 
During the Activity: “Friends, do you remember our Bible story from today? Let’s see if 
we can put these in order as we talk about what happened. Matthew, a tax collector, 
met Jesus. Jesus said, ‘Come and follow me,’ And Matthew did! Jesus came to 
Matthew’s house for dinner even though Matthew had made some bad choices. Jesus 
still wanted Matthew to follow Him. Why? Because EVERYONE can follow Jesus.” 
 
After the Activity: “Why did Matthew choose to follow Jesus? Because Jesus wanted to 
be his friend forever. Jesus wants to be your friend and my friend forever, too. Everyone 
can follow Jesus. Who can you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus.” 
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