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March 20-22, 2020 
 
Bible Story Focus: I can follow Jesus. 

The Twelve • The Gospels 
Memory Verse: “‘Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” Matthew 4:19, NIrV 
Key Question: Who can you follow? 
Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus. 
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 

 
 
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
•Jesus and the Disciples 
•Counting Up to Twelve 
•Dance Party 
 
LIGHTHOUSE 
 

•Bible Story – Large Group 
 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
•Journal and Prayer 
•Story Review 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
 
1. Jesus and the Disciples 
What You Need: “Jesus” and “Disciples” Activity Pages, cardstock, sentence strips 
(one per child), scissors, and glue sticks 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Copy the “Jesus” Activity Page onto cardstock and cut in half (one 
half page per child). Copy the “Disciples” Activity Page onto cardstock and cut along 
dotted lines (one set of 12 disciples per child). Fold a sentence strip for each child 
accordion style five times (to create six sections). Set the “Jesus” half page, a folded 
sentence strip, and a set of disciple pictures at each spot at the table. Set the glue 
sticks in the center.  
 
(NOTE: Your sentence strips should be 24 inches wide. Space out your five folds about 
four inches apart.) 
 
During the Activity: Point out the picture of Jesus on their half page. Then talk about His 
friends, the 12 disciples. Show the children how to glue each of the 12 disciples onto the 
sentences strips in each section created by the folds. The folds have created six 
sections on each side of the strip. Children will glue the disciples on the front and back 
of each folded section. When finished, help the children glue the back flap to the half 
page to the right of Jesus. Make sure the back flap is firmly attached so that when the 
child pulls on the sentence strip, he or she will see the disciples following Jesus! 
 
After the Activity: Make sure each child’s name is on his/her page, and set aside to dry 
until pick up. 
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “Today we learned about Jesus’ 12 special friends called the 
disciples. Did they follow Jesus? (Pause.) Yes! See the page in front of you? I see 
Jesus but not His friends. Let’s glue the disciples to our long sentence strip so we can 
add them to the page with Jesus!” 
 
After the Activity: “You can take this home and tell your family all about the disciples 
who chose to follow Jesus! We can follow Jesus, too. Tell me: Who can you follow? 
[Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus.” 
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2. Counting Up to Twelve 
What You Need: Butcher paper, wide black marker, pom-poms (at least 78 total), and 
painter’s tape 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Make a large grid with the painters tape on the butcher paper with 
four rows and three columns. Starting with the top left corner of the grid, number each 
space with the marker 1 through 12. Within each spot, draw the corresponding number 
of dots. For example, draw one dot in the “1” spot on the grid, two dots in the “2” spot, 
and so on. Tape the butcher paper to the table, and set the pom-poms on the table next 
to the grid.  
 
During the Activity: Encourage the children to identify the number in each space on the 
grid, count out that many pom-poms, and set them in that spot. Instruct the children to 
take turns so that every friend has a chance to read the number and count out that 
number of pom-poms. Once the spots are filled, you can brush the pom-poms away and 
start counting again. Repeat as time and interest allow. 
 
After the Activity: Gather all pom-poms, and pull off the butcher paper from the table.  
 
What You Say:  
During the Activity: “Do you see the numbers and spots in each square? What number 
do you see right here? (Point to the first square.) Yes! So we need to put one pom-pom 
in that square. Let’s do the same thing for each square until we’ve filled each one. We 
will take turns so every friend has a chance to count and fill the spots.” 
 
After the Activity: “What number is this? (Point to the 12.) Yes, it’s the number 12. Let’s 
count to 12 together. (Pause to count.) Great job! In our Bible story today, we’ll hear 
about 12 special friends who followed Jesus. Pay attention to see if you can name some 
of these friends!” 
 
 
3. Dance Party (if time allows) 
What You Need: Music player & the monthly song “Follow On” (Track 6 – All Good CD) 

 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Turn on the music.  
 
During the Activity: Play the music and encourage the children to dance in a line while 
playing following the leader. Repeat so that everyone gets a turn to be the leader. 
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “Let’s dance!”  
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During the Activity: “When you hear the music, start dancing while we play ‘Follow the 
Leader.’ Follow me!” (Do activity.)  
 
After the Activity: “Great job! We can ALL follow Jesus! Who can you follow? [Bottom 
Line] I can follow Jesus!” 
 
 
LIGHTHOUSE:  LARGE GROUP TIME 
Bible Story 
What You Need: A Bible, a fishing net, and fake money from previous weeks 
 
Optional Story Images can be found in the Large Group Images folder. 
(02_LG35_Stage_Images) They can be used in conjunction with this script.  
 
STORYTELLER: “Today I want to tell you all about 12 special friends! These friends 
followed Jesus and did what He did. To help me tell you all about these special friends, I 
need some help. 
 
(Select 12 older children to come stand on the stage.) 
 
(Option: Story Image W4 01) 
 
“Wow! Look at all these guys. Jesus had 12 good friends called the disciples. What 
were they called?” 
 
CHILDREN: “The disciples.” 
 
STORYTELLER: (Walk behind the line of children.) “They were Peter, Andrew, James, 
John, the other James, Matthew, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Judas, Thaddeus, and 
Simon. Let’s learn a bit more about them.  
 
(Walk back to the start of the line, hand the net to the first four kids.)  
 
“Peter and Andrew were brothers. And so were James and John. And all four of these 
guys were fishermen!  
 
(Hand half of the money to the next child.)  
 
“Matthew used to be a tax collector.  
 
(Hand the remaining bills to the next child.)  
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“And Judas was in charge of the group’s money.  
 
(Lightly touch the rest of the children on the shoulder as you say their names.) 
 
“There was Simon and the other James who was younger than James the fisherman.  
 
“And then Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, and Thaddeus. 
 
“Do you want to know the most important thing these guys did? Can you guess? When 
Jesus said, ‘Follow me,’ they did it! They became the disciples, and Jesus was their 
leader. Everywhere Jesus went, the disciples went. Follow me, guys. 
 
(Lead the children around the stage and back to where you started.)  
 
“The disciples followed Jesus and saw Him do so many amazing things! They saw Him 
make sick people better.  
 
(Option: Story Image W4 02) 
 
They saw Him feed people who were hungry.  
 
(Option: Story Image W4 03) 
 
They saw Jesus be kind and loving to everyone. 
 
(Option: Story Image W4 04) 
 
(Make sure all the children are back in a line along the front of the stage.)  
 
“They watched Him. They followed Him. And when Jesus went away, the disciples did 
what Jesus did. And that’s what we can do, too. Let’s give our volunteers a big hand! 
Friends, you can head back to your seats. 
 
(Gather the props from the children and send them back to their seats.)  
 
“Just like Jesus’ friends, the disciples, we can follow Jesus and do what He did, too! Tell 
me: Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.” 
 
STORYTELLER: “Yes, you can! Just like the disciples, [Bottom Line] I can follow 
Jesus. Let’s pray.” 
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PRAYER 
STORYTELLER: “God, thank You for loving us. Help us to follow Jesus just like the 
disciples did. We want to love others and help when we can. Thanks for loving us. In 
Jesus’ name we pray, amen.” 
 
(Host enters. Storyteller exits.) 
 
 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  
 
1. Journal and Prayer 
What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Matthew 4:19. 
Provide a journal and a fun-shaped pen for each small group.  
 
SMALL GROUP LEADER (SGL): “It’s Small Group time. This time, let’s pretend you 
are little puppies and I’m the big dog leader. Can you go, ‘Ruff-ruff,’ like a little puppy? 
(Pause.) You sound like little puppies to me! Come on, little puppies. Follow me! 
 
(Pretend you are a dog as you lead the children to your Small Group spot.) 
 
“Here we are, little puppies! Thank you for following me. Now let’s sit down and talk 
about today’s Bible story. One, two, three, sit down with me! 
 
(Open the Bible and lay it open in front of the children.) 
 
“Our Bible story today was about 12 men called the disciples. Jesus told all of the men 
to follow Him. And they did! They became Jesus’ closest friends and they followed 
Jesus everywhere He went. 
 
“Are the 12 disciples from our story the only people who can follow Jesus? 
 
(Pause for response.) 
 
“Noooooo. Everyone can follow Jesus! [Child’s name] can follow Jesus and (repeat with 
each child’s name). So, tell me: Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus!” 
 
SGL: “Yes, you can! You can follow Jesus just like the disciples did. And the Bible verse 
we have been learning will help us remember that Jesus wants us to follow Him. I’ll read 
it one time and then we can say it together with the motions. 
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(Turn the pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card.) 
 
“Come and follow me,’ Jesus said, Matthew 4:19. 
 
(Close Bible and lay it down.) 
 
“See? Jesus wants us to follow Him, too! Let’s stand up and say that together with the 
motions.” 
 
CHILDREN and SGL: “Come (motion toward yourself with hand) and follow me 
(march),” Jesus said (hands to mouth like yelling), Matthew 4:19.” (Open hands like a 
book.) (Repeat the verse with motions a few times.) 
 
SGL: “Wow! You are so good at saying that verse! 
 
(Give each child a high five.) 
 
“Let’s sit down so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to God.” 
 
(Hold journal and fun-shaped pen.) 
 
“Jesus asked 12 men to follow Him, and they became His closest friends, the disciples. 
Jesus wants us to follow Him, too! That’s why I want each of you to write your name in 
our prayer journal today. I want to pray that we will all follow Jesus. 
 
(Say each child’s name, and let them write their first name in the prayer journal. 
Encourage them to do the best they can. They may only know the first letter of their 
name, and that’s okay.) 
 
“You did a wonderful job writing your names. Thank you for doing that! Let me add my 
name because [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus, too. (Write your name.) 
 
“There. Now, would anyone like to pray before I pray?” 
 
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.) 
 
Prayer 
SGL: “Dear God, thank You that my friends (name each child) get to come to church 
and hear about how much Jesus loves them. Thank You that they get to hear that Jesus 
wants to be their friend forever. I pray that (name each child) will follow Jesus, because 
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He is the best friend we could ever have and He will always lead us the best way. We 
love You, God. In Jesus’ name, amen.”  
 
 
2. Story Review  
What You Need: “Disciples and Jesus” Activity Page and cardstock 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Copy the Activity Page onto the cardstock and cut on the dotted 
lines. You should have 12 disciples and one Jesus cutout.  
 
During the Activity: Give each child a disciple, and keep the Jesus cutout yourself. Lead 
the children around the room while holding up the puppets.  
 
After the Activity: Retell the Bible story.  
 
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “Let’s be Jesus’ disciples!” 
 
During the Activity: (Give the children the pictures and lead them around the room.) “I 
will pretend to be Jesus and you can be Jesus’ disciples. The disciples were Jesus’ best 
friends. When Jesus said, ‘Follow me,’ they did! FOLLOW ME!” (Continue activity.)  
 
After the Activity: “The disciples followed Jesus, and so can we! Who can you follow? 
[Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus!” 
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