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March 27-29, 2020 
 
Bible Story Focus: When I follow Jesus, I can love everyone. 

Love One Another • John 13:34-35 
Memory Verse: “‘Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” Matthew 4:19, NIrV 
Key Question: Who can you follow? 
Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus. 
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 

 
 
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
•How Can You Love? 
•Buckets of Love 
•Heart Sort 

 
 

LIGHTHOUSE 
 

•Bible Story – Large Group 
 
 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
•Journal and Prayer 
•Heart Pass 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
 
1. How Can You Love? 
What You Need: Snack bag, “How Can You Love” label, a BAND-AID®, a saltine 
cracker, a small toy, and a foam heart or heart sticker. 
 
What You Do:  
During the Activity: Gather the children at the table.  Give each child a snack bag and 
help them put a “How Can You Love” label on the front. 
 
Add the following items to their bags 1 at a time . 
 

-Saltine Cracker:  share a snack with a friend 
-BAND-AID: help a friend who is hurt 
-Small toy: share with a new friend 
-A heart: give someone a hug 

 
After the Activity: Set their bags aside until pickup 
 
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “Friends, come sit at the table with me. In our Bible story today, we 
are learning that Jesus loves everyone! And when we follow Him, we can love 
everyone, too. In this bag (hold up sample bag), I have several items in this bag that I  
can use to show love to others.  You are going to make a bag just like this to remind you 
of how you can show love to others too! 
 
1)  Everyone needs a snack bag and we are going to help you put a label on your bag  
       that says ‘How Can You Love’ (allow time).   
 2) Next, we are going to put in a saltine cracker.  We can show love by sharing a     
      snack with a friend. (allow time)  
 3) Next, we are going to add a band-aid.  We can show love by helping a friend who is  
      hurt. (allow time) 
4) Next, we are going to add a small toy.  We can show love by sharing with a new  
      friend . (allow time) 
5) Last thing, we are going to add a heart.  We can show love by giving someone a 

hug.  (allow time). 
 

After the Activity: “We have SO many great ideas for showing love to others! I want to 
follow Jesus every day and show love to everyone, too. Jesus is the BEST leader to 
follow for sure. Tell me: Who can you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus.”  
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2. Buckets of Love 
What You Need: “People to Love” Activity Pages, cardstock, tape, four buckets, and 
foam hearts 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Copy “People to Love” onto cardstock (one set of images per 
activity). Tape each picture to the side of the four buckets/cups, with one picture per 
buckets/cups. Set the buckets/cups in the four corners of your activity area. Scatter the 
foam hearts all around your activity area.  
 
During the Activity: Encourage the children to gather the foam hearts (to represent 
“love”) and place them in one of the baskets. Talk about each picture and how we can 
show love to that person. If time allows, dump out the buckets/cups and encourage the 
children to gather the foam hearts and place them in a different bucket/cup. 
 
After the Activity: Gather all the foam hearts in the buckets/cups and return to 
curriculum bucket. 
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “There are SO many people all around us that need love! We can 
show love to them every day. Do you see the foam hearts scattered around the room? 
They represent love! Let’s pick them up and put them into one of the buckets/cups. You 
can choose any bucket/cup you wish.” 
 
During the Activity: “Do you see the pictures on each bucket/cup? Let’s look at each 
picture and you tell me how we could show love to that person!” 
 
After the Activity: “Great job gathering the love, friends! You know who really knows how 
to love others? Jesus! We’ll see how we can love everyone when we choose to follow 
him in our Bible story today. I can’t wait!” 
 
 
3. Heart Sort  
What You Need: One piece of construction paper in each of the following colors: 
yellow, blue, pink, and green; scissors; glue stick; butcher paper; and 10 pom-poms of 
each of the following colors: yellow, blue, pink, and green 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Cut a medium-sized heart from each piece of the construction 
paper. Glue each heart to the butcher paper. Place all of the pom-poms in a pile near 
the butcher paper.  
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During the Activity: Challenge the children to sort the hearts by placing the pom-poms 
onto the matching color of heart. Repeat as desired. 
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “We are going to play a game!”  
 
During the Activity: “There are a lot of pom-poms in the pile. (Point.) Let’s work together 
to place all of the pom-poms on the same color of heart. All of the yellow pom-poms go 
on the yellow heart, all of the green pom-poms go on the green heart, and so on. Are 
you ready to play?” (Pause and do activity.)  
 
After the Activity: “Great job! Hearts remind me of love. Jesus wants us to love 
everyone. We heard a TRUE story from the Bible today that tells us different ways we 
can love one another.”  
 
 
LIGHTHOUSE:  LARGE GROUP TIME 
Bible Story 
What You Need: A Bible and a #1 foam finger  
 
Optional Story Images can be found in the Large Group Images folder. 
(02_LG35_Stage_Images) They can be used in conjunction with this script.  
 
STORYTELLER: “Hello, friends! I’m SO excited to be with you today. If you’ve been 
here this month, you know that we’ve been learning a LOT about how to follow Jesus. 
But today we are going to talk about the . . . 
 
(Hold up the foam finger on your hand.) 
 
“. . . number one way we can follow Jesus! Everyone say, ‘What is it?’” 
 
CHILDREN: “What is it?” 
 
(Option: Story Image W5 01) 
 
STORYTELLER: “Let’s find out! Jesus and His friends were having dinner one night 
when Jesus said, ‘I’m going to tell you a brand new rule to follow.’ Do you want to know 
what it is? Drumroll, please. 
 
(Lead children to pat their legs as a drumroll.) 
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“Jesus said, ‘The most important thing you can do is to love others the way I have loved 
you.’ Whoa! If we want to follow Jesus, the number one (hold up the foam finger) thing 
we can do is to love others! So let’s practice. 
 
(Option: Story Image W5 02) 
 
“Let’s say you and a friend are riding bikes and the friend falls down. What do you do? 
Do you stop and help? Or do you keep riding? (Pause.) You stop and help! That’s loving 
others like Jesus! 
 
(Option: Story Image W5 03) 
 
“Okay, what if your friend is playing in the sandbox with you, but you’ve only got one 
shovel. Do you keep it for yourself or share it with your friend? (Pause.) Yes, you share! 
That’s loving like Jesus. 
 
(Option: Story Image W5 04) 
 
“What if you find out your older brother accidentally broke your LEGO® creation? Do you 
stay angry with your brother? Or do you forgive your brother and work together to build 
a new one? (Pause.) You forgive your brother. That’s right! That’s loving like Jesus. 
(Hold up the foam finger) That’s the number one thing you can do! 
 
“If you want to follow Jesus, then the most important, number one thing you can do is to 
LOVE people the way Jesus does. The most important thing is LOVE. What is it? 
(Pause.) Love! Say it again! (Pause.) LOVE!  
 
“Tell me: Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.” 
 
STORYTELLER: (Point to the left side of the room with your foam finger.) “Now, just 
this side: Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.” 
 
STORYTELLER: (Point to the right side of the room with your foam finger.) “And now 
this side: Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.” 
 
STORYTELLER: “That’s right. [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus. We can follow 
Jesus. But we definitely need God’s help to love others well, so let’s pray!” 
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PRAYER 
STORYTELLER: “Heavenly Father, You are an AWESOME God! Thanks for reminding 
us that LOVE is the number one thing we can do. Help us to love others this week 
remembering that [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus. In His name we pray, amen.” 
 
(Host enters. Storyteller exits.) 
 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  
 
1. Journal and Prayer 
What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Matthew 4:19. 
Provide a journal and a fun-shaped pen for each small group. You will also need reward 
stickers or hand stamp for saying the Bible verse. 
 
SMALL GROUP LEADER (SGL): “It’s Small Group time. Today we are going to 
pretend to be FISH! You can be the little fish, and I’ll be the big fish leader. Make your 
best fish face (make a fish face) and follow me! 
 
(Pretend to swim like a fish as you lead the children to your Small Group spot.) 
 
“Okay, little fishies, we made it! Thank you for following me. Now let’s sit down and talk 
about today’s Bible story. One, two, three, sit down with me! 
 
(Open the Bible and lay it open in front of the children.) 
 
“Our Bible story today was about loving one another the way Jesus loves us. That’s a 
lot of love, because Jesus loves us A LOT! 
 
“When we follow Jesus, we get to see that He loves people by forgiving and sharing and 
helping and being kind. Jesus loves us by being the best friend ever! 
 
“Hmmm. That means when we follow Jesus, we can love everyone the way Jesus loves 
us. That’s awesome! And tell me: Who can you follow?” 
 
CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus!” 
 
SGL: “You got it! You CAN follow Jesus! And we have been learning a Bible verse that 
will help us remember that Jesus wants us to follow Him. Let’s say it one time together 
and then anyone who wants to try and say it can give it a try! 
 
(Turn the pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card and lay it down.) 
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CHILDREN and SGL: “Come (motion toward yourself with hand) and follow me 
(march),” Jesus said (hands to mouth like yelling), Matthew 4:19.” (Open hands like a 
book.) 
 
SGL: “You sound awesome! Look to a friend and tell them, ‘Great job!’ 
 
(Pause.) 
 
“Okay, you can sit back down, and when it’s your turn to say the Bible verse, you can 
stand up and say it. 
 
(Say each child’s name. Make sure to give each child the opportunity to say the verse 
on his own. Have your stickers/hand stamp ready to give when they say it.) 
 
“I am so proud of you, [child’s name]! Here is your sticker/hand stamp! 
 
(Give a high five to each child after they say the verse.) 
 
“Now it’s time to write in our journal and pray. 
 
(Hold journal and fun-shaped pen.) 
 
“Today we are going to make a list of ways we can be a good friend and love people the 
way Jesus loves us. Sound good? (Pause.) Okay, when I say your name, tell me one 
way you can be a good friend and love people the way Jesus loves you. 
 
(Say each child’s name and write down what they say. Remember to print the names so 
the children can recognize their names and the letters.) 
 
“This is such a great list! Would anyone like to pray before I pray?” 
 
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.) 
 
Prayer 
SGL: “Dear God, thank You for giving us Jesus to be our friend forever. Thank You that 
He loves us and shows us how to love others. Help us to (read the list the children 
made) so we can love everyone the way Jesus loves us. In Jesus’ name, amen.”  
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2. Heart Pass  
What You Need: Heart-shaped pillow 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Guide the children to sit in a circle.  
 
During the Activity: Pass the heart pillow around the circle as you say the memory 
verse. Repeat several times. 
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “We can follow Jesus by loving one another.”  
 
During the Activity: “We have a heart that we can pass. A heart reminds me of love. 
(Hold up.) It can remind us that we can follow Jesus by loving one another. Let’s say our 
memory verse as we pass the pillow.” (Do activity.)  
 
After the Activity: “Our memory verse tells us that we can follow Jesus. We can follow 
Jesus by loving one another. Who can you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow 
Jesus!” 
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